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Jonah Leaves the Whale’s Belly, Jan Brueghel the
Elder, 17th c. Wikimedia
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Unity in Times of Crisis?
German Jews and Ostjuden in
the Weimar Republic
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World War | and its aftermath were a time
of crisis for Jews residing in Germany.
Despite the Weimar Republic's promises
of unparalleled political and social
involvement, there was a sharp increase
in exclusion and anti-Semitic sentiment,
especially during the early postwar years.
Moreover, considerable numbers of Jews
from Eastern Europe (Ostjuden), with
whom German Jews had a very tense
relationship reached the state. The talk
will examine the impact of the war and its
aftermath on Jewish communities in
Germany and explore whether German
Jews developed closer relationships with
their Eastern Jewish counterparts in
response to the crisis.
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